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two in the morning, and Ae himſelf 


kbis i impor:ant ſubject has been ſo fotly opened, 
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E KILWARDEN role about 4 after | 


de as follows: 5 
I would not, at fo late a ER! ia 1 


and fo ably diſculled by the noble Earl on the 1 


. | woolfack, bave offered myſelf | to the attention 


of your Lordſhips, were it not from à ſenſe of 
perſonal conſideration (may I be excuſed for ſo 


ſaying) to myſelf; at a time when a violent 


clamour has been excited, when infults are 
offered and threatened to the Members of both 


Houſes of Parliament: I ſhould be afhamed 
not to take an open, forward, and direct part, 
and not to ſhare danger (if indeed there be ay) 
with thoſe who dare to ſerve their country: 


We the threats, the ſcoffs, and calum- 
e miſtaken and the wieked - witbout 
4 2 doing 
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1 ſo, 1. + not retire. to my reſt with 


ſelf approbation ; on ſuch an occaſion, aban- 
doning a refolution I had adopted of declining 
all political interference, and .conforming my- 
ſelf to the duties of my ſtation, I ſhall treat a 


topic o or two, and that flightly—the 9 
zs full. 


The queſtion before us Fi bern ſor many 
years the ſubject of my private and filent 


cCouſideration. From the moment I firſt took 


a part in public affairs, I clearly” perceived, 


that ſomething was wrong in our Government. - 


1 perceived a never ceaſing jarring of its 
parts—an incorporated Union preſeuted itſelf 
to my conſideration; and after receiving all the 
information that I could acquire from the 


writings of thoſe, who have, on this occa- 
ſion, diſcuſſed it, of whom ſome have 
very great merit, I am entirely convinced 


that an incorporating Union with Britain, 
on terms of equal laws, equa] commerce, mu. 
1ual trade, on equal principles, and taxation 


proportioned to the abilities of both countries, 
is eſſential. to the ſtability of the empire, the 
preſervation of the religion, the independence, 


and the tranquillity of Ireland. 


Tt is admitted, (no Noble Lord can 409 it,) 
that at ate para tie connexion with Great Britain 
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35 - ') 
is e indipenſable io 115 ſafety of wack” . 1s 
obvious, and 1 it is euough for me to fay,: that 


were that connexion deſtroyed, our Proteſlant 
eſtabliſhment muſt, io all its parts, be totally 


aud irretrievably deſtroyed; | and, wich that 


eſtabliſhment; our landed property muſt periſh. 
If then, my Lords, the Britiſh connexion 


can alone preſerve us and our properiy, it fol- 
lows,. that nothing ſhould be omitted or delay- | 
ed, that can ſtrengthen and render that connex- 
ion permanent, and that every circumſtance 


ſhould be removed that tends to impair it; 


upon what then does che permanency of this 
Connexion depend? | On the unity of the 


Crown, ſupporied (as it is argyed) by the 


adjuſtment of 1782... 1 W bat isthat adjuſtment 4 ' 


and what are its tendencies. toward preſerving 
this ,copnexion ? | Britain is independent, and 
Ireland i is independent of Britain ; they profeſs 


to be independent of each other with one 
. Crown—It is ſuch a ſoleciſm in Government, 


as was never beard of upon the habitable 
globe. Inſtead of being the bond of Union, it 


is the ſource of continued diſcord; every im- 
perial queſtion, every queſtion of general 


commerce, and of mutual intercourſe, is 
left open to diſeuſſion by each Parliament 
ſeparately, and each may entertain · and adopt 
NPE ian upon N and thus there 


585 | | muſt. 


1 


„ 


muſt ariſe, ſeſſion abi ſeſſion, cauſes of mis 
tral jealouſy and conteſt; and if they do 


not always, in the ordinary courſe of affairs, 


preſent - themſelves, yet will they be forced 


unccaſingly on the public attention, by the 


ambitious, to aggrandize himſelf, and by the 
traitor, and the faQious; | for the . ok 


| effecting that very ſeparation; which, as it is laid, 

this adjuſtment was framed to prevent for ever. 

Has not experience fully demonſtrated the 
uin of this obſervation 7.5 


The effect muſt have been ſoreſcen 4 Fel 
No able Stateſman could avoid ſeeing à priori, 


the effe& of this ſtate of anomalous indepen- 


dence ; and, indeed, from the correſpondence 


Jaid before the Houſe by the learned Earl, it is 
plain, that the Miniftry foreſaw the miſeries 


likely to enſue from this unexampled fate of 


things. F rom that period to this day, every 
ſeſſion has ſeen the eſſect produced; every fef- 


fion has given birth to new jealouſy and bick. 


erings between the two nations. Imperial 
_ queſtions of general commerce, of mutual in. 
| tercourſe, of regulating duties, have been 
continually thrown upon the Parliament, uſu- 
ally for purpoſes of ambition, and ſometimes, 
it is to be feared, for purpoſes more reprehen- 


fable. Such, reaſon and obſervation tell the 


thinking, is the ſtate of that connexion, upon 
| which 


Fg 


WOE 
which e our all depends, and ſaeb our jſt 
ence. has too deeply made us feel it to be. If 
ſuch it is, ought we not for ſo dreadful and 
deadly a malady, to take a ſpeedy and effeQual 
remedy ? or ſhall we continue to linger under 
the diſeaſe, for the name of independance, 
which we have not, whilſt it is in our power 
to ſecure the enjoyment of vigorous health, 
and real independence? If Britiſh connexion 
be of the effence of our exiſtence; will you 
not render it, if poffible, indiſſoluble? Will 
any man in his ſenſes leave precarious, 
that on which alone the fafety of his coun- 
try, his life, his property depends, when he 
can render it permanent? 'Is it not plain, 
from reaſon and experience, that the nature 
of our preſent connexion is fraught with the 
ſeeds of di ſunion, with endleſs jealouſies and 
beartéburning, ariſing from abſurd attachment 
to a viſionary independence, that in fact exiſts 
not, and, in the nature of things cannot, 
under ſuch a conſtitution as we now have. 
The remedy is but one; it is an incorporated 
Union. The two nations can only proſper 
by being connected; they muſt form ſueh a eon- 
nection, as ſhall deſtroy the dependance of 
either one or the other, in ſad and in name, 
that they may become one, governed by the 
ſame King, the ſame Parliament, the ſame laws, 
and thus” extinguiſh ſor ever all grounds of de- 
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iruive jealouſy. Ireland, now dependent, - 


will become independent, by becoming a con- 


3 ; 1 l ä 
ſtituent part of that great empire, on which 


it cannot be denied ſhe is now in a great degree 
dependent. This meaſure alone can reſtore 
tranquillity to this miſerable country. By this 
meaſure, the cauſes of our ditraQions will be 


removed the conteſts for power and ſuperiority 


from the Catholics will ceaſe, becauſe they will 
feel that ſuch conteſt muſt be yain. The am- 
bitious, or deſigning, will no longer be able 


to. uſe that body as an inſtrument to attain. 


their objets—the people, hitherto unremitting- 
ly puſhed forward to tumult and ſedition by 
thoſe, who, in truth, have little attention to 
their real welfare, will. from politics, betake 
themſelves to habits of induſtry; induſtry, 
acting on the new, eucreaſed.. commerce and 


| wealth of the nation, will produce eivilization; 
the condition of the lower orders will be ren- 


dered comfortable; the ambitious great, will 


no lenger find the means of advancing their, 


power, by exciting internal diſſatisfaction. In 
the propoſed Union, after the firſt efferveſcence 
ſhall ſubſide, I fee the return of tranquillty— 
tranquillity, to. which this iſland bas been a 


ſtranger for forty years the rich will return 


to his enjoy ment the manufacturer to the ex- 


ereiſe of his trade — and the peaſant to induſtry. 
We ſhall all, at length, feel the benefit of FY 


8 BE | 
F | ſtate 


= muſt fall from our Monarch's head: 


2 N 
nate of civil ſociety—a ſtate from which we 
ate, and have long been removed. There is 


no man, no not the braveſt amongſt us, who, | 


with truth, can bah, that he has enjoyed be 


country; without, ſons degree of appreheation 


The neceſſity of. a remedy 1 is admitted. | One is 
\ offered to me—it appears infallible; "yet, I 
will not take i it, if any noble Peer will produce 


_—_ effectual L if none ſuch can be offered, 


and none 1 been eyer ee this muſt by 
eee 
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"Yor it it is 3 as i have load by Haw 4 
the proſeſſion of tbe law, that Parliament is 

not competent to this meaſure. To theſe, and 
their authority, whatever it may be, 1 oppoſe 
the virtuous. and the learned Somers, and all 
thoſe: other great men, who aſſerted and pre- 
ſerved the conſtitution in the time of King 
William, our glorious deliverer; to them 


oppoſe the act of Union with Scotland, which, 


if it is not conſtitutional, the crown of flee. 


* 4. 
1 


1 hs. objeied' too that the adjoſtment af 

1182. was final. I was aftoniſhed, when I. 
firſt read this poſition from the pen. of one T 
| have long known, loved and honoured. Final. 
"to l to dhe claims of the Britiſh Parlia- 
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e 
aut GY legillate for Ireland, aud no furrber⸗ 


Does the ſtatute, or Parliamentary proceedings 
. in either kingdom does the private correſpon- 


1 dence of Ministers ſay more? Wbere is this 


finality to be found? No where—and' if it 
were, the tbing would be abſurd. A Parlia- 
ment cannot make a ſtatute unrepealable; the 
attempt would be ridiculous; and if it could 
be eſſected, it would give birth to a new and 
intolerable La very upon poſterity. It is fur- 

ther objected, that becauſe of the unequal. 
proportion of repreſentatives from Ireland, 

the Imperial Parliament will oppreſs or do in- 
Juſtice to this country. This proceeds from a 
wrong apprehenſion of the tate of things; It 
is ſuppoſed, that the repreſentatives of the 
United kingdoms will-ſtill be ſevered, tho” in the 
| ſame chamber, as if they were repreſentatives X 
of two ſeveral kingdoms.” The truth is, it 


ſuppoſes that the Union will not be Union. 


It ſu ppoſes that the fundamental conditions 'of 
the e Union will be violated,” The anſwer as; 
| that ſuch” violation of fundamental articles 
would be the diſſolution of the Union—a thing 
not to be conceived. It is arguing from 7 | 
poſed extremes the worſt of arguments. It 
migbt as well be ſuppoſed, that Britain will 
carry all by force. Britain in the caſe of Scot- 
wg never bas violated her Union—it never 
can be ber intereſt to violate bur, her intereſt 
| | muf. 


1 55 Te 


N 9 5 
muſt be t to add to the power of the empire, by 
| increaſing the wealth, the population, and the 
tranquillity of every part of it, and Ireland 
muſt be the peculiar object of attention. Upon 
a thorough view of the ſubject, the propoſed 
Union, in my decided opinion, will render 
Ireland free and independent, will ſuppreſs 
faction, encreaſe population, and render the 
Poor comfortable, give protection and ſtability 
to our laws, our religion, our poſſeſſions; and, 
"bleſs it be 1 all is gloomy and deſ- 
Wong me, my W A few moments, one 
other topic; "one, upon which J confeſs my 
feelings are deeply affected; one, upon which, 
if it were not diſorderly to * ſo, I would ad- 
dreſs others through your Lordſhips. Pardon. 
me: it is ſaid, the trade and proſperity of 

Dublin, and its inhabitants, will be in a very 

great degree injured by the propoſed” Union. 
No doubt tbis is a ſubject highly deſerving at- 
tention, and intereſting to no man more than 
myſelf. In this city I have paſſed my life—, 
in this city I made the firſt efforts of my in- 
duſtry; ; here by the foſtering kindneſs of ber 
citizens, I was encouraged, and oF, their par- 
tialities advanced, until I became whatever 1 
now am- and they lately, very lately, unap- 
Plied to, LT elected me one of their 
B 2 TR repreſenta> 


F © n) | i 
repreſentatives. Can 1 8 be bee tg 
' the, intereſts of the City ? they have not eſcaped- 
my attention —they are as dear to me as my 
own. I am. bound to her by every tie of. gra- 
titude and affection- May, then, one ſo deyo» 
ted to her ſervice, make a few obſervations on 1 
her intereſts in this. queſtian ? If, unhappily, 
Dublin ſhould ſomewhat ſuffer, which I by ng 
means apprebend ; and if it be true, that the 
kingdom at large, and all the inhabitants 
in a word, if the nation ſhould derive fron a 
_Vnion thoſe advantages which I foreſee, juſtice 
and patriotiſm muſt admit, that tbe whole 
ought not to ſuffer for the ſake of a part, and 
that individuals ſhould, in ſuch a caſe, en- 
dure fome loſs or inconvenience for the general 
good, eſpecially if that general good in the end. 
muſt reſult to the advantage of ſuch ſufferers ; 18 
but, moſt fortunstely, Dublin would (at leaſt 
I think ſhe would) not ſuſſer in wealth or popu- 
Do 8 lation byt the Pranger Union. 
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1 deſire that my e in coolly 
and deliberately inquire, why i it is they con- 
clude this vaſt change will take, place? and 
while they ſeek, the cauſe, and compare the 
ſuppoſed effect with the cauſe, 1 entreat that 
the heat, which naturally enough ariſes from tbe e e 
ſuppoſed ſuffering, ſhould be removed as much | | 
. Bs polible—an heat increaſed by arts and in- 
„„ | terference 
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WS 
{rata of. bs traitors, who, under the maſk 
of patriotiſm, endeavour to raiſe a new rebel. 
lion, and hope to draw to their banners the 
falthfut and loyal citizens of Dublin. —Vain 
will be the attempt : their fidelity to his' Ma- 
jeſty, and the principles of our conſtitution - 
are not to be ſhaken, From the Union how is 
' this ſuppoſed injury to ariſe? but from one 
cauſe alone—tbe apprehended abſence of the 
Nobility and Gentry that uſed to attend Parli- 
ament. The queſtion is, if that be a cauſe 
ſufficient to ſuch an effect? It eannot be denied, 
that ſome will be abſent who uſed to paſs part 
of the year in Dublin, tho* by ng means to the 
extent ſappoſed. But, is there nothing in the 
Union to countervail ſuch a loſs ? And, can 
the abſence of a hundred families for four or 
fix months of the year, materially effect a 
great commercial city ſuch as ours? If the 
removal of Parljament ſhall carry away ſome, | 
yet, ſurely, an increaſed commerce, and in. 
creaſed wealth, will more than counterbalance 
that loſs. That the commerce and trade of 
Dublin will jncreaſe, I know to be the opinion 
of the moſt enlightened merchants in England, 
and ſome men of great worth, experience. and 
knowlege in Dublin. 7 Dublin will remain 
the perpetual reſidence of the repreſentative 
of bis Majeſty; it will remain the ſeat of the 
FE bovrts of e it will continue the metro- 
N 
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| ih Wo 
polis. of the kingdom, to which, as in all 
other countries, the Nobility, and Gentry. will. 
continue to reſort ; the Vniverlity, devoted | 
entirely, and in tranquillity, to literature, 
will draw to Dublin the lovers of ſcience and 
_ of. letters; and I donbt not, in a ſhort time, 
Dublin will be ſeen one. of the moſt agreeable 755 
capitals in Europe; the tranquil ſeat of ele- 
gance, of arts, and learning, and affording, 
for the entertainment of the Iriſh Gentry, every 
well eonducted ſpecies of rational and elegant 
amuſement; at the ſame time, that ber com- 
merce and os wealth will daily increaſe. Such 
are .my hopes, founded upon my own reaſon, 
and on the beſt information I could obtain from 
wiſe, experienced, and diſpaſſionate men. If 
there be any that doubt my fincerity and my 
patriotiſm, ſuch, no doubt, will readily give 
me credit for attention to my own intereſt. 5 
poſſeſs a property not far from Dublin, 
which 1 have laid out a very bigh rate of 
purchaſe, in the expectation of a future riſe— 
a conſiderable portion 0 of the fruits of a labo- 
rious life, and upon which I build the hopes, | 
of my family. If Dublin decays, that eſtate 
will never riſe, and my hopes will be blaſted ; 
and yet I am zealous for a Union, and fully, 
convinced that Dublin, and all i Its vicinity, as ; 


- ſoon as the meaſure ſhall be carried, and the 
| public 


| 5 Mu. 


155 publie and e will flouriſh, fav"! in- 
deed beyond any thing hitherto experienced, 


Lenter not into the detail now on your table; 
I am not bound to adbere to it; I will only ſay, 
that I think the principles, upon which that 
detail is formed, appear to me juſt and rea ſouable, 
reſerving always however to myſelf the right 
of * 10 _w_ part. 


— 
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ft © 


I am now on the ein of giving my vote 
on this momentous queſtion, and I do moſt 
ſolemnly declare, that I think the vote I give, 
zs for the preſervation of my country, its laws 
and its religion, and'for the peace, happineſs, 
and. profperity of all its inhabitants; and were 
it, my Lords, the laſt word Ia was to utter, 1 
would . Content. 2 | 6 
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